Influence of the tumor microenvironment on angiogenesis.
It is becoming increasingly recognized that the host microenvironment is essential for regulating tumor cell behavior. The cellular stromal compartment can modulate angiogenesis either directly through enhanced secretion of pro-angiogenic factors or reduced secretion of antiangiogenic factors, or indirectly by modulating the surrounding extracellular matrix. Control of angiogenesis represents a critical step in cancer progression and is a potential therapeutic target. This article focuses on the role of the tumor microenvironment in the control of angiogenesis and how dissection of the molecular interactions may enhance prognostic and predictive power and facilitate therapeutic targeting.